Vital Statistics

Universal Health Care Not the Answer?

Survey finds that 20 percent of
physicians will leave medicine if
Universal Health Care coverage
Is implemented in 2009

physicians by physician recruiting

firm LocumTenens.com, 20 per-
cent of respondents say they’ll stop
practicing medicine if the next U.S.
president enacts universal health care
insurance coverage. Although 62 per-
cent say they will continue practicing
the way they do today, 11 percent say
they would change occupations and 9
percent said they would retire.

IN A SURVEY OF ALMOST 1,400

“These physician survey results signal
to government officials and insurance in-
dustry executives that they must not dis-
count physicians’ potential response as
healthcare reform is implemented,”
LocumTenens.com President David
Roush says. “Any type of reform that fur-
ther reduces their autonomy and in-
come-earning potential will exacerbate
the growing U.S. shortage of physicians.”

A 2006 report from the U.S. Health
Resources and Services Administration
projected a shortfall of 55,100 physi-
cians by 2020. Richard Cooper, MD, di-
rector of the Health Policy Institute at
the Medical College of Wisconsin in
Milwaukee and national expert on
physician workforce issues, has project-
ed a shortage of 50,000 physicians by
2010 that he says could expand to
200,000 by 2020.

When asked which presidential can-
didate has offered the soundest plan for
improving the delivery of healthcare
services for all Americans, more than
half of responding physicians (52 per-
cent) say, “None of the remaining can-
didates has offered a solid plan.”
However, only 5 percent of the physi-
cians surveyed say the best solution to
U.S. healthcare reform is to leave the
current system in place. m
Source: LocumTenens.com received 1,379
responses to an online physician survey it
conducted in Spring 2008 on the presidential
election and physicians’ views on U.S. health care
reform. For complete survey results please visit
http://www.locumtenens.com/HCreform.

WWW.UoWorks.com

Physicians’ Point of View on The 2008 Election

Data from April, 2008

If Universal Health Care
is implemented, | will...

62%
Continue

* “Other” responses included: Already
retired (10), Move to anather country (9),
Go back into practice (6 retired), Celebrate/
welcome it (5), Work locum tenens (2),
and “Shoot myself” (2)

“Solution” to health care reform:
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Top policies / practices of the
current system to keep

Medical liability tort reform
67%
Gov't-sponsored health care ins. for older Americans
43%
Private health care insurance system
31%
Publicly funded HC insurance for the indigent
36%
Direct patient access to specialists through most ins. plans
25%
Universal adoption of electronic health records
24%
Gov't funded research in support of evidence-based med
‘! 20%
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U0 Survey Results v/

Still Seeking Health Care
Solution

Physicians are nearly evenly split aver which
political scenarios designed to fix the U.S.
health care system would have their support

UO’s recent survey on proposed health
care fixes showed a lack of consensus among
physician respondents. The largest group—
by less than 10 percent—agrees with health
economist Mark Pauly that Health Savings
Accounts are not the fix to the problem and
that neither political party has offered a
workable solution. The other three philoso-
phies on fixing the system each drew roughly
20 percent of the vote.

When asked which of the experts interviewed in

May/June 2008's cover feature “Picture of Health
Care” best reflected their beliefs—physicians said:

Health Economist Mark Pauly: Health Savings
Accounts are unnecessarily complicated and
restrictive; there are better ways to address
uninsured. Unfortunately, neither political party has
offered an acceptable solution.

30.4%

Advocate Don McCanne, M.D.: Privatizing
Medicare only feeds the bureaucrats and weakens
physicians’ participation in the traditional side of
the program. We need to dismantle the private
insurance system in favor of a government-controlled
single payer system.

21.4%

HHS Deputy Secretary Tevi Troy: Medicare Part
D is a step in the right direction, with interoperable
health records as the next big breakthrough.

19.6%

HMO CEO Georganne Chapin: The Medicare
Modernization Act operates on a poor fiscal model
and HSAs don't provide the same financial security
as insurance. We should scrap such complicated
plans in favor of a single payer system.

19.6%

None of the above

8.9%
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